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Operation Pandora Continues Efforts
 
On Wednesday, September 18, the Vilas County Sheriff's Department and the
Lac du Flambeau Police Department executed a search warrant at 2802 Little
Pines Road, located within the exterior boundaries of the Lac du Flambeau
Indian Reservation. 
 
The search was done following an extensive investigation conducted since early
2013.  The search was part of the ongoing Operation Pandora, a clandestine
effort by multiple law enforcement agencies to stem the illegal drug trade on
the Lac du Flambeau Reservation.  The Tribe declared a "State of Emergency"
in April due to a rash of drug-related overdose deaths on the Reservation, and
vowed to address the issue of illegal drugs and criminal activity on Tribal lands.
 
The search resulted in the seizure of property believed to have been obtained
from the proceeds of illegal drug or criminal activity.  Confiscated items
included a stolen .40 caliber pistol, numerous drug paraphernalia, a digital
scale, an undisclosed amount of US currency, surveillance equipment and 469
grams of synthetic marijuana, with an estimated street value of $7,500.  Other
items seized included several flat screen televisions, multiple electronic gaming
devices and other electronic equipment.  
 
The Lac du Flambeau Indian Child Welfare office and the Chippewa Housing
Authority responded to the residence and took immediate action to insure the
safety of minor children present during the activity.
 
One adult male was arrested and taken to the Vilas County Sheriff's
Department for processing on a number of charges.  A second adult male was
cited and served a summons to appear in Lac du Flambeau Tribal Court.  An
adult female was also present at the residence, and was referred to the Vilas
County District Attorney's office for charges.  These people were not Tribal
Members. 
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The Lac du Flambeau Police Department attributes much of the success of
Operation Pandora to the continued cooperation received from the community
and from the strong support of the Tribal Council and Tribal programs.  "We are
receiving information almost daily from community members who are reporting
illegal drug and gang activity," said Police Chief Robert Brandenburg.
 
A series of similar warrants were executed this past June, resulting in
numerous arrests.  The Tribal Council and the Police Department note that
additional investigations continue.  "This is not the end of our investigation,
which is connected with other ongoing investigations," said Brandenburg. 
"People are not afraid to come forward - not only to provide information but
also to testify in court if needed."
 
The Lac du Flambeau Tribal Council and Police Department are committed to
providing a safe and healthy environment for Tribal Members, community
residents and visitors to the Reservation.  Chief Brandenburg added, "We are
far from finished with our work to better the community.  People have a choice
to engage in illegal activities, and if they choose to do so we will bring them to
justice." 
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